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"Producing any sound requires energy. In nearly all speech
sounds, the basic source of power is the respiratory system
pushing air out of the lungs. Try to talk while breathing in
instead of out. You will find that you can do it, but it is much
harder than talking when breathing out. When you talk, air
from the lungs goes up the windpipe (the trachea, to use the
more technical term) and into the larynx, at which point it
must pass between two small muscular folds called the vocal
folds."S
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"The vocal cords are situated in the larynx and resemble two
lips. They run in a horizontal direction from back to front.
The space between them is called the glottis. The cords may
be kept apart, or they may be brought together so as to touch



139

and thus close the air passage completely. When they are
brought near togather and air is forced between them, they
vibrate, producing a musical sound.6
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"The phoneme is a bundle of distinctive features. These

features are binary oppositions which serve to differentiate

meaning. Each sound is defined not by its substance alone

but by its relational contrasts within the phonological

system."8
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